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Michael McKee, Aspen Walk, soft pastel, 39 x 48" 

Eason's stylized figurative creations are mostly of 

women, being one herself she feels she can relate ro 

the subject matter. However, she has always been 

drawn to the "real cowboy" and strives ro recreate 

his essence as opposed ro derailing rhe clothing 

and gear. Eason does admit rhough, "My guys will 

always be wearing rhe Australian duster and, of 

course, a hat." 

Afrer having been inspired by the range and 

density of color found in rhe rexrure of the high 

desert landscape of New Mexico, artist Michael 

McKee began pain ring with pastels. While viewing 

an incredible sunser with his wife, he leaned down 

ro pick up rhe New Mexican earth and "could feel 

the sunset in his hands." The feeling reminded him 

of sofr pastels. 

"My work reflects a love for rhe medium -+ 

Jennifer Vranes, Mountain View, 
thick acrylic on canvas, 30 x 40" 
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Aaron Bushnell, Hover Train, oil on board, 16 x 16" 

of soft pastels and an appreciation of 

the balance between 'color, expression 

and technique,"' says McKee. "There 

is a connected energy I feel with the 

medium of soft pastels that I get 

from no other and the fi ne grain of 

pigmem in my hands feels as if I am 

painting with the earth itself. " 

Having always had a fascination 

with impressionist painters, Aaron 

Bushnell attempts to paint 111 

a similar manner. 

"I pai nt like a maniac. Ideas 

and methods are almost exclusively 

intuitive. I apply pain t with many 

apparatuses, not always limited to 

brushes. It is wonderful when the 

painting gods sway fate in my favor," 

says Bushnell, who also enjoys plein 

air painting because it gives him the 

opportunity to experience his subject 

matter on a deeper level. 

Sue Averell's signature style -+ Fiona Purdy, Too Wild for Tiffany, acrylic on gallery w rap 
canvas, 40 x 30" 

Richard lan Mitchell, Inuit Mother and Baby, pen and 
ink (burnt amber), 30 x 20" 



p B 
E E 
N N 
N J 
y A 

M 
I 
N 

p 
E 
T 
E 
R 
s 
0 
N 

Equation, 72 x 48" 

602-989-4534 
PBPstudios@gmail .com 
www.pennytheartist.com 
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of thickly layered 

paint inrrigues both 

new and experienced 

collecwrs. H er work is 

inspired by her travels 

and her home near San 

Francisco, Califomia. As 

Averell explains, "What 

I love most about painting 

is when I get chat first 

spark of inspiration fo r 

a new painting and the rush 

of excitement I have when 

spreading the color on freshly 

prepared canvas." 

Penny Benjamin 

Peterson, who will be 

participating at the 

Celebration of Fine Arc 

for her 14'" year, finds 

visual inspiration in the 

Arizona sky, mountains 

and desert landscapes chat 

she has been surrounded 

by for most of her li fe. This 

Donna Armstrong, 
iolite tear in 

reticulated silver 
and 14k gold 

inspiration combined with life expenences is what 

drives her passion to create. 

She is known fo r her richly colored abstract 

paintings. They are layered with paint and 

meaning. Many of her paintings incorporate 

words and quotes that inspire the viewer w look 

for the best that life has to o ffe r. "Collecwrs will 

see a return to my collages along wich some new 

techn iques that I have perfected over the summer," 

says Peterson. • 

Top: 
Donna Bernstein, Stampede, mixed media 
acrylics on gallery-wrapped canvas, 36 x 48" 

Right: 
Heidi Rosner, Tuscany in the Spring, 
watercolor on paper, 30 x 22' 

Celebration of Fine Art 

When: Jan. 15-March 27, 2011, open daily from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Where: On the southeast corner of Scottsdale Road 
and Mayo Boulevard, just south of the Loop I 0 I off 
Exit 34 in Scottsdale, Ariwna. 

Admission: $8 adults; $7 seniors and military; 
children under 12 free. The ticket is an all-event pass 
that's good fo r all I 0 weeks of the show and sale. 

Information: www.celebrateart.com 
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